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Ratings 
(0 - 5) 

Northern 
Circuit 

Londorossi 
Gate 

Mweka 
Gate 

90 – 98 9 – 12 Low High Challenging 
Very 
High 

Yes Best Less Campsite 5 

Lemosho 
Route 

Londorossi 
Gate 

Mweka 
Gate 

56 – 70 7 – 9 Medium High Challenging High Yes Best 
Moderate 
to High 

Campsite 4.5 

Machame 
Route 

Machame 
Gate 

Mweka 
Gate 

49 – 56 6 – 7 High Moderate Moderate 
Moderate 
to High 

Yes 
Very 
Good 

Moderate 
to High 

Campsite 4.5 

Rongai 
Route 

Rongai 
Gate 

Marangu 
Gate 

71 - 73 6 – 7 Medium Moderate Moderate Moderate No Good 
Less to 

Moderate 
Campsite 3.5 

Marangu 
Route 

Marangu 
Gate 

Marangu 
Gate 

64 – 72 5 – 7 High Challenging Easy High No Good High Sleeping Huts 3 

Umbwe 
Route 

Umbwe 
Gate 

Mweka 
Gate 

46 – 48 5 - 7 Low Challenging 
Very 

Challenging 
Moderate No Good Less Campsite 3 

 

Traffic levels on the various routes to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro are subject to fluctuations influenced by factors such as route popularity, time of year, and specific days of the week. A 

general rating of traffic levels across these routes reveals a spectrum ranging from low to high. It's crucial to bear in mind that the ebb and flow of climbers on the mountain can shift with the 

changing seasons, with the peak climbing periods coinciding with the dry seasons from January to March and June to October. If you seek a more serene and solitary trek, it is advisable to 

contemplate selecting one of the less frequented routes or strategically planning your ascent during the shoulder seasons. 

Regardless of the chosen route, it is imperative that climbers adhere to a measured and unhurried pace, remain well-hydrated, and remain vigilant for symptoms of altitude sickness. Certain routes 

afford more extensive opportunities for acclimatization due to their extended durations and gradual inclines, though the individual response to altitude can exhibit considerable variability. 

Consulting with tour operators and conscientiously observing precautions is paramount to minimizing the risk of altitude-related illnesses during the Kilimanjaro expedition. It is important to 

acknowledge that the perceived difficulty of a route can fluctuate significantly among individuals, contingent on factors such as physical fitness, prior trekking experience, and altitude adaptation. 

Consequently, route selection should align with personal preferences and the desired expedition experience. Irrespective of the chosen route, comprehensive physical and mental preparedness, 

coupled with the guidance of seasoned experts, is essential to ensuring a secure and triumphant ascent. 

Success rates and crowd sizes on each route to Mount Kilimanjaro's summit are influenced by a multiplicity of factors, encompassing trek duration, time of year, the aggregate number of climbers 

scaling the mountain, and the collective expertise of the climbing party. It is imperative to acknowledge that success in conquering Mount Kilimanjaro is not exclusively contingent upon the chosen 

route; it hinges equally upon an individual's physical conditioning, acclimatization to high altitudes, and the caliber of guiding and support services provided. Consequently, the choice of route 

should be predicated upon personal fitness levels, previous trekking experience, and personal inclinations, inclusive of the preparedness to navigate varying degrees of trail congestion. 

Landscape and scenery ratings for each route on Mount Kilimanjaro are inherently subjective, subject to the multifarious perspectives of trekkers. Nonetheless, an endeavor to provide a general 

rating emerges, with assessments ranging from one star (lowest) to five stars (highest) for each route. Such a classification hinges upon the overarching aesthetic appeal and visual allure of the 

respective routes. Factors include the diversity of landscapes, the majesty of panoramas, and the intrinsic charm encapsulated by each path. These ratings are subject to interpretation and should be 

viewed through the prism of individual inclinations. Ultimately, the route chosen should align not only with the allure of the scenery but also with considerations pertaining to physical readiness, the 

quest for solitude, and the appetite for surmounting challenging terrain. Consulting with tour operators is instrumental in effecting an informed selection commensurate with one's aspirations for 

the Kilimanjaro journey. 

 

 


